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Introduction 


Ajrakh is a traditional vegetable dyeing and resist block-printing technique on cloth. It is estimated to be around 
4,500 years old. Sindh region (now in Pakistan) is said to be the birthplace of Ajrakh. The Ajrakh artisans in India 
are originally from Sindh and they migrated to Kutch in Gujarat and Barmer in Rajasthan. Ajrakh is the tradition- 
al attire of the Maldhari pastoral community of Bhuj. The men wear it as a lungi (wrapped lower garment), as a 
turban, or put it on their shoulders. 


Artifacts related to Ajrakh have been found in the excavated remains from the Indus valley civilizations- Harappa 
and Mohenjo-Daro. Cloth artifacts with similar dyeing techniques have also been found in the Al-Fostat excava- 
tions in the Nile delta near Cairo, Egypt. 
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Origin 


True origin for the name ‘Ajrakh’ is unknown. There is a story about a King who loved to change his bed-sheets 
everyday. The artisans were exhausted making new sheets everyday. One day an artisan who had been working 
on a technique for many days took this to the King. The king liked it so much that the next day when they were 
changing the sheets he told his house-keeper to let it stay for the day. Each time the house help tried to change 
the sheets the King said ‘aaj rakh’. The artisans came to call the technique Ajrakh. Another explanation given by 
Dr. Ismail Khatri about the name is to do with the process. The process involves many days and each layer of color 
is printed after a gap of time so the cloth has to stay for the day 

‘Aaj ke din rakh’ (Keep it for today) before the next process can begin. 
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People 


The Khatri community in Kutch, Gujarat; and in Barmer, Rajasthan; carry out the traditional Ajrakh block printing. 


Dr. Ismail Mohammad Khatri is a master Ajrakh artisan. He holds an Hon. D. Art from De Montfort University, UK. 
His ancestors migrated from Sindh around 400 years ago and settled in Dhamarka in Bhuj, Gujarat. Ismail bhai 

is the 9th generation Ajrakh printer since they migrated from Sindh. After the 2001 earthquake that destroyed 
their village, they shifted to a new settlement called Ajrakhpur. His two sons, Junaid and Sufiyan have also been 
trained in the craft and they look after the production now. 


_ 
+ 
— 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dso 


Design Resource Tools and Raw materials 
Ajrakh Printing 

Traditional craft of block printing and dyeing 
by 

Prof. Nina Sabnani 

IDC, IIT Bombay 


Source: 
http://www.dsource.in/resource/ajrakh-printing/ 
tools 


1. Introduction 

2. Origin 

3. People 

4. Tools 

5. Ajrakh Process 
6. Ajrakh Designs 
7. Video 

8. Contact Details 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsou 


Design Resource 


Ajrakh Printing 


Traditional craft of block printing and dyeing 


by 


Prof. Nina Sabnani 
IDC, IIT Bombay 


Source: 


~S 
oo 
= 
~ 
i= 
‘ 
a 


http://www.dsource.in/resource/ajrakh 


tools 


1. Introduction 


2. Origin 


3. People 
4. Tools 


5. Ajrakh Process 


6. Ajrakh Designs 


7. Video 


8. Contact Details 


D’source g 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsourcein 


Design Resource 

Ajrakh Printing 

Traditional craft of block printing and dyeing 
by 

Prof. Nina Sabnani 

IDC, IIT Bombay 


Source: 
http://www.dsource.in/resource/ajrakh-printing/ 
tools 


1. Introduction 

2. Origin 

3. People 

4. Tools 

5. Ajrakh Process 
6. Ajrakh Designs 
7. Video 

8. Contact Details 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.ds 


xe 
SAN Ay 


SUS Ee UNG BYE 
x 


*, 


¥ 
x 


S 


é ) 7 
; iy ss 
ey 
= 2 Sy), 4 * 4 ev 
a ; = Nv cA COS DAY 
2 PINT: Ba ONT ZN 


a 


.¢ 4 ye 
Ry . A\\ 
= oe Ace 


Traditional craft of block printing and dyeing 
http://www.dsource.in/resource/ajrakh-printing/ 


on 

= 

— nu mt 
oJ) nc — 
ole Fs 6 2a 
ee 5 8 be ca 2 
=) oO poe | 
3 ng soct,5508 
x ca .. CmeS a oH Ee 
Go Ze © eroo 3-50 0 
OO we Gam sae fSoaratatsyu 
gee >2ea o£ 8 HNwmi SHON 
ages eEA ni & 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.ds 


Design Resource 


Ajrakh Printing 

Traditional craft of block printing and dyeing 
by 

Prof. Nina Sabnani 

IDC, IIT Bombay 


Source: 
http://www.dsource.in/resource/ajrakh-printing/ 
ajrakh-process 


1. Introduction 

2. Origin 

3. People 

4. Tools 

5. Ajrakh Process 
5.1. Stages of Dyeing and Printing 
5.2. Making Process 

6. Ajrakh Designs 

7. Video 

8. Contact Details 


Ajrakh Process 


Stages of Dyeing and Printing 
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y dyeing and resist printing using natural dyes and mordants. Indigo and madder are the primary colours that are 


Prof. Nina Sabnani used for dyeing. The resist and some colours are printed on the cloth using carved wooden blocks. These blocks 
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5.2. Making Process ee ACS is) VS: Sgr 
6. Ajrakh Designs The process of ‘Ajrakh’ is a long drawn process with many stages individually taking days to finish. The process is 
7. Video as follows: 
8. Contact Details ; 
e Saaj 


Cotton cloth is taken and washed to remove any finish applied in the mill or workshop. It is generally the starch 
that is to be removed from the cloth. The cloth is soaked in a solution of camel dung, soda ash and castor oil. 
It is then wrung out and kept overnight. The next day the cloth is semi-dried in the sun and then soaked in the 


solution again. This process of Saaj and drying is repeated for about 7-8 times until the cloth foams when rubbed. 
It is then washed in plain water. 
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Alum, clay and gum arabic are mixed into a paste used for the next resist printing. A resist of lime and gum 
arabic is also printed at this time. This combined stage is called as Gach. Sawdust or finely powdered cow dung is 
sprinkled on to the printed areas to protect the clay from smudging. After Gach printing, the cloth is left to dry 
naturally for 3-4 days. 
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¢ Vichharnu 
The cloth is washed thoroughly to remove all of the resist print and unfixed dye. 
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The cloth is then boiled with Alizarine (synthetic madder) to give the alum-residue areas a bright red colour. Alum 
1. Introduction acts as a mordant to help fix the red colour. The grey areas from the black printing stages get a deep shade. For 
2. Origin other colours the cloth is boiled with a different dye. Madder root (Sanskrit. Manjishtha root) gives an orange 
3. People colour, Henna gives a light yellowish-green colour, and Rhubarb root gives a pale brownish colour. 
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Contact Details 


This documention was done by Professor Nina Sabnani, faculty at 
Industrial Design Centre (IDC), IIT - Bombay. 


You can get in touch with her at ninamsabnani@iitb.ac.in 


For further details you can contact to: 
Dr. Ismail Mohammad Khatri 

Hon. D. Art (De Montfort University U.K.) 
Post Ajrakhpur, Kukma, 

Bhuj, Kutch - 370 105, 

Gujarat 

India. 


You could write to the following address regarding suggestions and clarifications: 
Helpdesk details: 

Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 

Industrial Design Centre 

IIT Bombay 

Powai 

Mumbai 4000 076 

India 


Phone: 091-22-25767820/ 7801/ 7802 
Fax: 091-22-25767803 
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 


